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Koh Tao is one of the most popu|ar snorke“ng and SCUBA divihg destinations for over
the past decade. Jt is located approximately 70 km from mainland of Surat Thani Province,
southern Thailand. Degmdafioh trends o‘f coval v\eefs at Koh Tao weve aﬂ:mfed by natural and

human facfors.

The severe coral bleacl’\ing in 1998, the fl'rsf time in the Gu|f of Thailand, resulted

EL

in mortality of several coral species in a large area.
Major threats in Koh Tao's coral veefs= - -

) fvampling on coval by tourists

¢ trawling

¢ boat anchoving on coval rezfs

¢ sediment fmm coastal developmehf

* wastewater and solid waste discharged from boats

As coral Meefs in Koh Tao are not in the jurisdicﬁon of mavine

¢ fish traps on'coral reefs

national park, enfomemenf of laws and regulaﬁor\s is ir\efFicienf. Maost
of investors and resource users ave not local people. Coordination and

participation of all relevant stakeholders are urgenily needed to

] co”ecﬁng covals and veef organisms fcr souvenir

¢ blasting and poisoning fishing

Several activities have been implemented by
Koh Tao

schools,

shops,
Conservation Gmup NGO), local
Royal Thai Navy, Depaﬁmenf of Mavine and

local communities, diving

Coastal Resources and academic institutions to
conserve coral reefs. The implemented projects
vavious coval reef

coverved aspects of

management, such as raising public awareness

O co"ecﬁng ormamental ‘FISIf\ and other animals fmm coval v*eefs

integrate and

systemize diving business for sustainable uses.

Appmpriafe land use planning is very important for reduction of

on coval reef conservation, coral reef
vestoration, coral %eef c|eaning, en!’\ancing giant
clam stock, coral %eef paf»o"ing, ecological and
socioeconomic monitoving programs includihg
of remote and GIS

applicafion sensing

database.

Field surey and

satellite image analyses
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coral veef

|

sandy beach

sediment and po"ufion to coral reefs. Wastewater treatment systems

should be installed and operafed regularly.

A good case sfudy of coral

reef management by a .tesowt
Nang. Yuan Jsland,

could be a wmodel fov‘ Veef

owner,

conservation in tourism arveas.
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